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WorkING 
TO SECURE A  
BETTER FINANCIAL  
FUTURE FOR  
EVERYONE IN  
ROCKFORD 



Don’t let
check cashers take a penny
of your hard-earned money! 
 
Even if you’ve had problems with an 
account in the past, never had an account 
before, or don’t have a Social Security 
number, you can open a bank account in 
Rockford, Illinois.  

	Thanks to Bank On Rockford, more than 50 
Rockford-area bank and credit union branches offer 
free or low-cost checking accounts that are more 
reliable and less expensive than check cashers, 
payday lenders or other costly alternatives. 
 
For more information, call (815) 987-7433 
or visit www bankonrockford.org

YOU CAN 
Save hundreds of dollars
by opening an account. 
 
Bank On Rockford is brought to you by  
the Illinois State Treasurer’s Office, State 
Rep. Chuck Jefferson’s Office, banks, credit 
unions and non profit organizations as  
part of the Bank On Illinois campaign. 
	  
This integrated approach brings low-cost banking 
products and financial education to those customers 
who were previously unable or unwilling to maintain 
traditional bank accounts.  
 
If you have questions or comments about our 
statewide campaign, visit www.bankonillinois.org 
or email bankonillinois@treasurer.state.il.us. 
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An estimated 370,000 Illinois households don’t have bank accounts, including 4,600 
households in Rockford alone. Without access to mainstream financial services, unbanked 
Illinoisans are forced to turn to check cashing companies, spending hundreds of dollars a 
year just to cash their checks and pay bills. unbanked Illinoisans are particularly vulnerable 
in times of crisis or emergency and lack the necessary tools to save and build assets. 

Unbanked consumers would actually prefer to have bank accounts than to use check cashers. But 
many individuals just don’t have access to banks and credit unions that will offer low-cost accounts 
and worry that they won’t be allowed to open accounts because they lack a Social Security number  
or had problems with accounts in the past.

every day,
thousands of Illinois
residents are losing their 
hard-earned money.



 
 
 
 

Launched October 1, 2009 by Illinois 
STATE TREASURER ALEXI GIANNOULIAS, 
BANK ON ILLINOIS IS PART OF A NATIONWIDE 
INITIATIVE TO HELP THE MILLIONS OF WORKING 
FAMILIES OPEN ACCOUNTS SO THEY CAN 
BEGIN SAVING, BUILD A CREDIT HISTORY, 
ACCESS LOW-COST CREDIT AND INVEST FOR 
THEIR FUTURE.
 

 

	Pa rticipating banks and credit unions in Bank 
On Rockford are ready to help those without 
a checking or savings account to: 
 
• Open a free or low-cost checking account—Partner 
	 banks and credit unions are offering special free  
	 or low-cost products to help people keep more  
	 of their money instead of giving it to check cashing	
	 companies. 
 
• Open an account even with a troubled banking  
	 history—Partner banks and credit unions will work 	
	 with those who’ve bounced checks or incurred 		
	 overdraft fees in the past and are currently locked 	
	 out of the financial mainstream. 
 
• Open an account without a Social Security number— 
	O ur partners will accept ITIN numbers, and most	
	 accept Mexican Consular Matricula cards and  
	 Guatemalan Consular identification cards as  
	 primary identification. 

Today, 
everyone has the opportunity 
to open an account.



Partnering
to Secure Everyone’s
Financial Future.

Bank On Illinois is designed to help everyone enter the financial mainstream anD 
start saving for the future. Building on the successful Bank On San Francisco 
program, Illinois is the second state in the country to develop a comprehensive 
program to help serve the unbanked – one city at a time.

In Rockford, our current financial institution partners are:

Together, we hope to bring 1,000 unbanked Rockford households into the financial mainstream 
by removing the barriers that have kept them away from banking institutions. With Bank On Illinois
in Rockford, everyone is welcome.

Alpine Bank
AMCORE Bank
Bank of America
Fifth Third Bank

First Northern Credit Union
Generations Credit Union
Chase Bank
MembersAlliance Credit Union 

Riverside Community Bank
Rockford Bank & Trust Company
Stillman Bank
US Bank





 
 
 
 

We want newly banked Rockford 
residents to have all of the tools 
they need to be successful, so we 
have partnered with local non profit 
institutions to provide high-quality
financial education to all those who 
open Bank on Rockford accounts. 
Classes are offered in English and 
Spanish through our community
partners.
 
 
 
 

	

  Now everyone can learn how to:

	 • Stay on a budget

	 • Manage a checking account

	 • Improve a credit rating

	 • Pay off debt

	 • Save for the future

	R ockford residents can quickly obtain  
information about Bank On Rockford, as well 
as hundreds of other community services, such 
as employment assistance, free tax assistance, 
counseling, child care, food banks and more  
by visiting www.bankonrockford.org, or calling  
State Representative Chuck Jefferson’s Office  
at 815-987-7433.

Ensuring
SUCcESS, Now and 
in the Future.



We know our success
 rests on our ability to reach unbanked Illinoisans 
through the networks they trust, like employers, 
places of worship, community agencies, and local 
colleges.

Bank on Rockford can provide essential training, advice, and account Access to 
your organization. In turn, your organization can help connect us with unbanked 
Rockford residents looking to take the first step on the road to financial security. 

Current Bank On Rockford non profit partners include:

Better Business Bureau
Careers, Etc.
Family Credit Management Services
Girls Scouts Rock River Valley
Goodwill Abilities Center
Habitat for Humanity
La Voz Latina

Lifescape Services
LULAC #5263
Northwest Community Center
RAMP
Rockford Area Affordable Housing 
Coalition

Rockford Chamber of Commerce
Rockford MELD

Rockford Public Libraries
Rockford Rescue Mission
United Way Rock River Valley
University of Illinois Extension
Winnebago County Health 
Department: Weed and Seed

Youth Build Rockford







 
 
 
 

	T o find out more about the statewide
	 campaign to help people keep more of 
	 their hard-earned money, visit us at
	 www.bankonillinois.org.

	 If you want to learn more about Bank On 
Rockford, visit www.bankonrockford.org. 
You can use the site to sign up and find out 
how to:

• 	 Host a financial training seminar for your 
	 organization.

• 	 Invite a Bank On Rockford bank or credit union of  
	 your choice to partner with your organization.

• 	 Create an action group to encourage members of  
	 your community to enroll in financial education,  
	 open checking accounts, or start savings plans.

• 	 Include Bank On Rockford information in your 		
	 mailings and newsletters.

• 	 Display posters and other materials in public  
	 spaces.

• 	 Place a link on your Web site to  
	 www.bankonrockford.org.

Together, 
we are working to ensure
that every Illinois resident 
has the chance to open an 
account with the bank or 
credit union that works 
best for them.



Ensuring
SUCCESS, Now and 
in the Future

Today, 
everyone has the opportunity 
to open a checking account

every day,
thousands of Illinois
residents are losing their 
hard-earned money

Partnering
to Secure Everyone’s
Financial Future

www.bankonillinois.org
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